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Camp Notes
Donal L. Howell

On December 10, 2017, that jolly old elf Santa 
Claus made his annual appearance at the Big 
Game Hunters Christmas Party.  Apparently 
most of us were nice and not naughty because 
he made an early visit to our clubhouse with 
a bag full of presents.  With 38 moms, dads, 
grandmas, grandpas and 12 kids in attendance 
it was a jolly good time enjoyed by all!  With great friendship, delicious food and presents everyone 
celebrated an early Christmas.  Thank you to our entertainment committee, Charlie Mateker and 
his crew and especially Santa Claus for a special event.

As you read this the alternative and archery deer seasons will be coming to an end, with duck 
and goose seasons ending shortly.  Hopefully you all have had a successful and safe hunting 
season this year and we’ll see pictures and hear stories about your adventures.  Also, hopefully, 
you have saved some extra game meat and fish you will donate to the annual Big Game Hunters 
Wild Game Dinner on February 2, 2018.  By the time you read this we will be sold out.  What 
started out as just a regular general meeting in February has turned into an annual event that 
400 members and their friends and family look forward to every year.  At first our biggest worry 
was making sure the dinner didn’t fall on Valentines Day or after Ash Wednesday.  Our general 
meetings are usually on the second Wednesday of the Month, not Friday and many people don’t 
eat meat during Lent and common sense is not to miss Valentines Day.  So with 400 people 
attending we have a committee that plans and works through out the year to make sure our 
dinner runs smoothly and successfully.  

One of Big Game Hunters most popular members was the recipient of the 2017 John Fabick 
Community Service Award. Fenton resident and area business owner Robert “Bob“ Grimm 
received the annual award which honors service-minded residents and volunteers who support 
the Fenton city and community in distinctive and positive ways.  Bob received the 2017 John 
Fabick Community Service Award at the Fenton board of aldermen meeting on November 20, 
2017.  There was a very nice article about Bob in the November 17-23, 2017, issue of the South 
County Times.  Congratulations, Bob!

Our next general meeting on January 10, 2018 at the BGH clubhouse will have Rachel Augustine, 
Director of the Missouri 4-H Shooters as our guest speaker.  The Big Game Hunters Foundation 
has supported the Missouri 4-H Shooters and their annual target shoot for over ten years.  Bruce 
Berger and Denny Dennis represented  the Big Game Hunters at many of the early 4-H shooting 
events.  Leonard Wolter attended this years event representing our club.  It’s been mentioned 
many times that there would not be a Missouri 4-H Shooters or the Missouri YHEC without the 
financial help given by the Big Game Hunters Foundation over the years.
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BGH’s Christmas Party Recap 2017

We would like to thank all the 
members who helped make 
our party such a success, and 
we hope everyone had a great 
time as well!



Do you have a favorite wild game recipe?
Please send any of your favorite wild game recipes 
to Adam Wedel. adam@treetopenterprises.com

Wild Game Recipe?

2018
WILD GAME DINNER

DATE: Friday Feb. 2rd, 2018 
*Doors Open @ 6:00 Dinner @ 7:30 

LOCATION:  Moolah Shrine 12545 Fee Fee Rd, StL, MO. 
COST: $30.00 per adult, $15.00 for children 12 & under 

Ticket includes Buff et dinner & 
Open Bar ALL NIGHT!

Calendar of Events
Meetings:

January 10, 2018
 General Meeting, Club House
 Rachel Augustine, Director of the Missouri 
 4-H Youth Shooters
 Reservations Line  314.719.2832

January 17, 2018
Board Meeting, Club House

 Reservation Line 314.581.4140

February 2, 2018
Wild Game Dinner, Moolah Shrine

 Mail In Reservation

February 21, 2018
Board Meeting, Club House

 Reservation Line 314.581.4140

March 7, 2018
General Meeting, Club House

 Reservation Line 314.719.2832

March 21, 2018
Board Meeting, Club House

 Reservation Line 314.581.4140

Missouri Deer Season Dates:
Deer Archery
 November 22–January 15

Spring Turkey Youth
 April 7 & 8

Spring Turkey
 April 16–May 6

Wyoming Hunting Application Dates:
Applications Open
 Jan 2 2018

Non-Resident  Elk Deadline
 Jan 31 2018

“If God didn’t want 
us to eat animals, 
why did he make 
them  out of meat? 
—Anonymous

“

Bruce T. Berger
James R. Ernst
James E. Mraz

BGH Nominating Committee 
Nominates for the class of 2020

If you have not paid your dues they are now PAST DUE!

Please contact Eric Reinhard TODAY!!

Annual Dues PAST DUE!

John R. Gibbs
M. Wesley Burke
Steve Pokorny

** We would like to include your stories, pictures, tips and 
reviews. If you have a Hunting or Fishing report, pictures or 
stories from a recent adventure. Please send them to Adam 
Wedel at adam@treetopenterprises.com



Member Appreciation Raffle Hunter of the Year

Bonus tickets will not be mailed out this time, but Members who attend the 
January meeting will receive One (1) Free ticket.  As per usual, each person can 
purchase two (2) additional tickets for $2.00 each.

After a successful opening weekend 
here in Missouri, members Lou Rupp 
and Bob Kaiser headed for their 
annual Mule deer hunt in north 
eastern Montana. It was obvious 
the first day of hunting that the 
population numbers and quality of 
bucks had both increased since last 
year. Within three days both had 
really nice Mule deer. In addition, 
even though they were not hunting 
antelope, there were more antelope 
seen than in years past indication an 
increase in population.  Everything 
points to even a better year in 2018.  

Bob Adelsberger
Missouri

Tagged Out 2017

Montana Honey Hole Delivers Again! 2017

Anyone interested in a Mule Deer/
Antelope hunt in eastern Montana 
should contact either Lou or Bob for 
more details.

January Prize

This prestigious award may be 
presented annually to the “Big Game 
Hunter” who has demonstrated a 
significant number of successful hunts. 
The Selection is made by previous 
Winners and may be awarded to the 
same Member only 3 times.

The Selection Committee looks for 
superior hunting skills and experience. 
Other criteria considered are the 
quality and quantity of the animals 
taken; the number and difficulty 
of hunts; the skill level required to 
harvest the animal; and whether the 
hunt was outfitted or a DIY hunt. 

You can find the Hunter of the Year 
Application on the BGH website. The 

Hunter of the Year Deadline is March 

1st 2018 send your applications to: 
John Gibbs 2008 Kingspointe Dr. 
Chesterfield, MO 63005.

MEAT 
DONATIONS 

NEEDED!



Gil Strubberg
Wyoming

Canadian Waterfowl Factory, What a Hunt! 2017

Member Lou Rupp departed on Labor Day 2017 bound for Alberta, 
Canada to join up with the President of the Wild Sheep Foundation, 
Gray Thornton and his wife Kelli (neither of which had ever waterfowl 
hunted before) and another hunter form California for what was the 
start of an unbelievable waterfowl hunting experience in “Canada’s 
Waterfowl Factory” of Alberta/Saskatchewan.

In Alberta the group chose to hunt geese (Canadians & SpecleBelies) 
all three days and limited out all three days with 12/15 lbs. birds.

Lou then joined up with member Bob Kaiser who had flown to Alberta 
and drove to Saskatchewan.  The first three days in Saskatchewan, it 
was just Bob/Lou/ & Dallas.  The last three days, the trio was joined by 
a friend from Indiana and tow NRA representatives for three days of 
Ducks, Canadian Geese, and Snow Goose hunting with limits on every 
set up.

Obviously, plans are already progressing towards a follow up 2018 
experience.  Anyone interested in an unbelievable waterfowl hunt at 
the “Canadian Waterfowl Factory” should contact Bob or Lou for details.

The Wild Game Dinner 
Needs Your HELP!

Shiras Bull! 2017

The Big Game Hunters needs your help with the 
upcoming Wild Game Dinner.  Please remember 
that the Big Game Hunters needs your meat 
Donations for the wild Game Dinner.  This is 
the largest single fundraiser for the club and 
it helps keep membership costs Affordable. 
Charlie Mateker is now accepting donations of 
Wild Game Meat.  To make a donation, or for 
more information, contact Charles Mateker at 
314.210.0088.



General Meeting

CWD Testing Results Visit us on the Web!

Board of Directors Meeting

  In a civilized and 
cultivated country 
wild animals only 
continue to exist at 
all when preserved 
by sportsmen. The 
excellent people who 
protest against all 
hunting, and consider 
sportsmen as enemies 
of wild life, are ignorant 
of the fact that in reality 
the genuine sportsman 
is by all odds the most 
important factor in 
keeping the larger and 
more valuable wild 
creatures from total 
extermination.

—Teddy Roosevelt

Rachel Augustine, Director of the Missouri 4-H Foundation, along 
with some of the 4-H Youth Shooters are in to say “Thank You” and 
explain how our annual donation is put to good use. January 10th at 
Club House and starts at 6:30pm. For reservations, please call the 
reservation hotline at 314.719.2832

Be sure to check the our calendar and mark yours for our February 
and March General Meetings too!

For more information go to; www.biggamehundersstl.com

The next meeting will be Wednesday, January 17th, Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 21st and Wednesday, March 21st. All three meetings are at the 
Club House and start at 6:45pm. For more information or if you would 
like to attend call Jerry Sauder at 314.581.4140

** We would like to include your stories, pictures, tips and reviews. If you have a 
Hunting or Fishing report, pictures or stories from a recent adventure. Articles 
need to be 250 words or less and is due by the 15th of the month. Please send 
them to Adam Wedel at adam@treetopenterprises.com

Big Game Hunters
Home Site

3129 Frisco Hill Rd.
Imperial, MO 63052

“

“

So far the Missouri Department of 
conservation has tested 15,173 deer 
for chronic wasting disease in 2017.  
As of December 27th they have found 
3 confi rmed cases statewide. One 
each in the following counties; Cedar, 
Polk, and St. Clair.  They still have 
4,897 samples to test.

The 2018 BGH Turkey Contest. If 
you shoot a Turkey in your home 
state, contact Jim Mraz to have 
it scored and you may have a 
chance to win the prestigious 
BGH Turkey Contest.

BGH Turkey 
Contest

www.biggamehuntersstl.com


