
The March General Meeting was well  
attended, probably because it addressed a  
subject that most of our membership is very 
interested in.  Many of us have our concealed 
carry permits and are always in search of  
information that keeps ourselves and our  
families safe. 
 
Art A. Mester, Field Representative for U.S. Law Shield of Missouri, presented an  
entertaining and informative program about what his organization has to offer and why 
gun owners need legal protection.  U.S. Law Shield maintains a 2nd Amendment attorney 
network across the United States available 24 hours a day to members. 
 
We buy a handgun!  We buy a holster!  We buy ammunition!  Then we take a concealed 
carry class from a certified pistol instructor and then go to our county permit office and 
apply and obtain our CCW.  Then we start carrying when we feel like it. 
 
The problem with most classes is we have to sit and listen to the state law read or  
explained to us.  It's boring to the student and also for our instructor but we need to know 
what we can and cannot do.  Remember it's the law and we have to obey it or we may 
loose our right to carry.  The problem once we have the permit is many of us don't keep up 
with changes as their made.   
 
How many people understand the new law that went into effect in January 2017?  If you 
listen to the press everyone in the State of Missouri can carry legally.  It worries me a lot 
that people may be carrying but don't know what they can legally do because they don't 
have any training.  Did you know that under the new law you can only carry concealed 
without a CCW in areas where open carry is legal?   Many cities and municipalities in 
Missouri are not open carry legal. It may be a good idea to check out where you live and 
areas you spend time in.  I know Fenton is not open carry legal.  If you don't have a CCW 
please go to the Attorney General of Missouri website and check out the law.  In fact it's a 
good way to check out the laws in any state you are traveling to or through.  If you can't 
figure out the legal language call them up or email them, they have people to help.  The 
NRA also maintains a guide on their website that is kept up to date and downloadable for 
all the states. 
 
U.S. Law Shield may be a good organization for you to look into.  As it says in their  
brochure, “bad things happen to good people.”  If you use your gun, there will be an  
investigation, whether you pull the trigger or not.  The legal system can be hostile, even if 
you have done nothing wrong.  Firearm laws are complicated and change often.  With 
U.S. Law Shield you have a go to source to help you.  This may be the legal protection 
you need to go along with your handgun, ammunition and umbrella insurance policy. 
Thanks, Art!  Check out U.S. Law Shield at www.uslawshild.com or 1-877-448-6839 
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Big Game Hunters Pictures! 

“There's a fine 
line between 
fishing and 
just standing 
on the shore 
like an idiot.” -
- Steven Wright 

Paul Armbruster 

Lake Ozark, Mo 

Tim Madden  

Canvasbacks at Lake  Catahoula, Louisiana 

Steve Pokorny, Jim Mraz, Russ Siebert, Mike Gapsch, 

Frank Wagner, Greg Rodermund, Matt Ludwig and 

Shane Ludwig  on a Continental Pheasant Shoot at  

Macon County Outfitters 

Rich Franke, Mike Gapsch and 

Greg Rodermund on the last day of 

Rabbit Season 

MDC Reports 2 Cases of CWD in St. Clair County! 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – The DC recently received confirmation that two hunter-harvested deer from St. Clair 
County tested positive for chronic wasting disease (CWD). The two new cases of the deadly deer disease are the first in 
this county and this area of the state. According to MDC, the two deer were adult males. Both were harvested within a 
half-mile of each other on the same private property in southeast St. Clair County during this past 
fall’s firearms deer season. 

MDC reports these two deer bring the number CWD-positive cases for the past season to nine. 
MDC also reports 42 free-ranging deer have tested positive for CWD since 2010 when the first 
case was discovered in Missouri. For lists of CWD cases by year and county, visit mdc.mo.gov/cwd and 

click on “CWD Surveillance Summary” in the blue box near the bottom of the webpage. 
 

Bill Kratz 

Opening day of Trout  

Season at Montauk 

http://www.mdc.mo.gov/cwd
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April 12th 2017—- General Meeting at the Homesite and starts at 6:30pm.  

       It is Annual Awards Banquet.  

May 10th 2017—-    General Meeting at the Homesite. Program will be a Video 

        “Trophy Room Tour”  also the Annual Treasury Report 

June 4th 2017—-    The Annual Picnic at the Homesite.  

 

July 12th 2017—-    The Annual Fish Fry and Sausage Feast at the Homesite.  

 

“Some men 
are mere 
hunters; 
others are 
Turkey 
Hunters” – 

Archibald Rutledge 

For a Complete Calendar of Events, go to 

www.biggamehuntersstl.com 

Pope and Young Club 30th Biennial Convention 

St. Louis Union Station April 5th-April 8th 

Missouri Department of Conservation 

JEFFERSON CITY, Mo. – Beginning April 1, the Missouri  
Department of Conservation (MDC) will offer Missouri hunters,  
anglers, and trappers its new Permit Card as an additional way of  
carrying and showing proof of most related permits. The new plastic 
cards are another option to MDC’s paper and electronic permits. 

As new permits are purchased and old ones expire, the updated  
information is automatically accessible through the one-time-purchase 

cards. Conservation agents can scan users’ cards to verify active  
permits.  

Permit Card buyers can customize their cards 
by selecting from four nature-inspired back-
ground images: bass, buck, mallard duck, or 
bluebird. 

Permit users can buy the new Permits Cards 
for a one-time fee of $2 online at 
mdc.mo.gov/buypermits, from permit  
vendors around the state, or through the 
MDC MO Hunting and MO Fishing free 
mobile apps.  

52 Gun Raffle 

NEW MEMBER! 

Tim Botkin 

2631 Scott Robert Dr. 

Arnold, Mo 63010 

314-651-4131 

timbotkin81@aol.com 
The Big Game Hunters Foundation 2017-2018, 52 Gun Raffle is giving away one gun every week 
for an ENTIRE YEAR! Yes, you will have a chance to win 52 guns!! We will begin drawing 
names in June of 2017. In order to improve your odds of winning, only 520 tickets will be sold. 
For every $100 ticket you purchase, it gives you a chance to win a premium gun every week. With 
guns from quality manufacturers like Browning, Ruger, Savage, Benelli, Smith and Wesson, Tau-
rus and more; you will not want to miss this opportunity!!  This is the only fundraiser for the 
Foundation that is scheduled this year. Be sure to get your Tickets TODAY!!!  www.52gunraffle.com  

Ticket Sales Raffle Contest!!! 

Yes, you will have You will notice on the brochures and order forms we have added a line that 
says “Referred By;” When you sell tickets or pass out brochures please remember to add your name 
to that  line.  The Member that is responsible for the most ticket sales this year will be awarded a 
Brand New Ruger 10/22 Rifle! For more information or to get your brochures call  
Adam Wedel at (314) 881-6170, or brochures can always be printed online at www.52gunraffle.com  



The next meeting will be Wednesday, April 19th at the Homesite 

and Starts at 6:45pm. For more information or if you would like 

to attend call Jerry Sauder at (314) 581-4140 

The Next General Meeting is Wednesday April 12th at the Home-

site and starts 6:30pm. This is the Annual Awards Banquet to 

make your reservations call the reservation hotline by the end of 

business that Monday, at 314-719-2832. Cost $25.00 For more 

information go to; www.biggamehuntersstl.com  

We would like to include your stories, pictures, tips and reviews. If 

you have a Hunting or Fishing report, pictures or stories from a     

recent adventure. Articles need to be 250 words or less and is due 

by the 15th of the month. Please send them to Brett Grimm at 

grimmbw@aol.com 

 

You can view the latest Newsletter anytime at 

www.biggamehuntersstl.com 

3129 Frisco Hill Rd. 

Imperial, Mo 63052 

Big Game Hunters 

Home site 

Visit us on the web:  

www.biggamehuntersstl.com 

General Meetings 

Board of Directors Meetings 

Pope and Young Club 

The 2017 Pope and Young Club National 

Convention and 30th Biennium Awards 

Banquet comes to St. Louis Union Station 

April 5th thru April 8th.  

 30th Biennium Awards Banquet 

 Fantastic Seminars and Workshops 

 Banquets, Receptions and Luncheons 

 Live and Silent Auctions 

 Outfitters and Manufacturers’ Area 

 Conservation Raffle 

 Big Game Exhibit featuring the best trophies over the last 2 years! 

 

 
BGH Turkey Contest 

The 2017 BGH Turkey Contest. If you 

shoot a Turkey in your home state, con-

tact Jim Mraz to have it scored and you 

may have a chance to win the prestigious  

BGH Turkey Contest.  

 

 

 

 

 

 


